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Welcome to
Epworth United
Methodist Church!
412 Euclid Ave, Des Moines 50313

Join us!
Adult Sunday School 9:15 am
Fellowship Time
10:15 am
Traditional Worship 10:45 am

INSIDE
1 Pastor’s Corner
2-3 Missions

4 Church News
5-6 Your Page
7 Laughter RX
8 Church Calendar

JANUARY
1/05
1/11
1/14
1/15
1/20
1/26
1/27

Joyce Borg
Shirlee Herrold
Judy Davenport
Grant Bosch
Christy Prescott
Ron Kouski
Doug Inman

Let's start 2023 with the 22 questions below by Pastor
John Wesley.
Daily questions from the founder of Methodism for critical reflection.
John Wesley (1703-1791) is generally considered the founder of the Methodist movement--a branch of protestant Christianity with expressions worldwide,
including the United Methodist Church. In 1738 he had an intense religious experience at a meeting on Aldersgate Street in London. Following this experience, he
began preaching throughout the country and forming "classes" and "bands".
In these classes and bands, members met regularly for learning and personal
accountability. The following questions were used by Wesley for self-examination
--and are sure to be a bit convicting and motivating even for us today.
1. Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the impression that I am better
than I really am? In other words, am I a hypocrite?
2. Am I honest in all my acts and words, or do I exaggerate?
3. Do I confidentially pass on to another what was told to me in confidence?
4. Can I be trusted?
5. Am I a slave to dress, friends, work, or habits?
6. Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying?
7. Did the Bible live in me today?
8. Do I give it time to speak to me every day?
9. Am I enjoying prayer?
10. When did I last speak to someone else about my faith?
11. Do I pray about the money I spend?
12. Do I get to bed on time and get up on time?
13. Do I disobey God in anything?
14. Do I insist upon doing something about which my conscience is uneasy?
15. Am I defeated in any part of my life?
16. Am I jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy, or distrustful?
17. How do I spend my spare time?
18. Am I proud?
19. Do I thank God that I am not as other people, especially as the Pharisees who
despised the publican?
20. Is there anyone whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, hold a resentment
toward or disregard? If so, what am I doing about it?
21. Do I grumble or complain constantly?
22. Is Christ real to me?
Resource from UMC website
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LITTLE
LENDING
LIBRARY
Once again you, the people of Epworth, have gone
beyond the norm and helped so many outside of this congregation. You continue to donate generously to the Bus.

Someone has been busy
in the book box. The box
has been filled up to nearly
full. Such generosity should not go unnoticed, but I
don't have a name to direct my thanks to, so thank you
to that one ,or many, who donated books to the library.

Last week we raised $40.00 (that’s $270 so far this
year) to buy books for the students of Des Moines. These
books will help those kids grow wiser and be better leaders and citizens.

Bob Carl

Thank you for all of your donations.
Bob Carl

“If you pour a pail full of water on the
floor of your house, it makes a great
show, but if you throw it into the sea,
there is no sign of it. So, afflictions considered in themselves, we think are
very great, but let them be considered
with the sea of God’s mercies we enjoy,
and then they are not so much, they are
nothing in comparison.”

Kidz Haven
We ordered 20 pairs of sweatpants and 19 sweatshirts
to be shipped directly to Harding Middle School. They
have arrived at Harding and we received a big THANK
YOU for our gifts!
If you know of a school-aged young person who needs
warm winter clothes, contact Lori Morgan.

~ Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian
Contentment: Annotated

ORANGE BUCKET
Wow, you folks are so generous in your support of
the Community Suppers. I even heard someone say
that they had never been to one of the meals. Bring
yourselves on down at 5:30 pm every Tuesday evening,
and bring an appetite, ‘cause the crew in the kitchen
likes to feed people. The food is always great, too.

Lori Morgan

Ezekiel 36:26-28 And I will give you a new heart,
and a new spirit I will put within you.

And speaking of the kitchen crew, thanks to all of
those hard working people.

Quilters Group
We’re back after a fabulous holiday season. Our
meeting dates will be Tuesdays, January 10 & 24 at 9:30
am. Please come and join us!

With Love from
Orange Bucket

Call me with any questions.
Pat Edwards 515-314-2689
Our hope for you in 2023 is that you find true peace and joy in a closer walk with Jesus Christ!
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Missions/Evangelism Committee
As we approach a new year, I want to thank you all for helping to make 2022 a year of your generosity toward our
Basement and Bake Sales. Your donations to these outreaches have been amazing! Epworth is blessed to have a congregation and friends who are so caring. When we asked for
winter clothing in November and December, your response was
heartwarming! God is truly alive in the hears of our congregation.
I look forward to a blessed New Year and hope that you and
yours will be safe and well!
God bless you!
Respectfully, Linda Toth
p.s. We can still use more warm winter coats and clothes!
Help Us Enter the New Year—God of all time, help us enter the New Year quietly, thoughtful of who we are to ourselves
and to others, mindful that our steps make an impact and our words carry power. May we walk gently. May we speak
only after we have listened well. Creator of all life, help us enter the New Year reverently, aware that you have endowed
every creature and plant, every person and habitat with beauty and purpose. May we regard the world with tenderness.
May we honor rather than destroy. Lover of all souls, help us enter the New Year joyfully, willing to laugh and dance and
dream, remembering our many gifts with thanks and looking forward to blessings yet to come. May we welcome your
lavish love. In this new year, may the grace and peace of Christ bless us now and in the days ahead.
- Vinita Hampton Wright; Offered by Douglas Ruschman

Community Suppers
We had a fabulous turnout for our Christmas community dinner, despite
the freezing weather. What a fun evening! We served a traditional ham dinner
with all the fixings to a room packed with our neighbors and friends. Everyone
was in the Christmas spirit! We thank the Lord for bringing us all together in
love and worship as Susan Trumbo, Linda Toth, and Gary Cannon read the
Christmas Story from the Bible.
Many asked for warm clothes and coats and, because of our faithful and generous congregation, we had them to
give. We also handed out Christmas bags that had been donated by a friend of Lori Morgan’s. Everyone received a
bag of gifts and goodies.
Traditionally, for New Year’s community dinner, we served Jill’s delicious ham and
bean soup, crackers, broccoli or green beans, cornbread, and mini chocolate eclairs for
a touch of sweetness.
Thank you to everyone who contributes financially to our community
dinners through the Orange Bucket, to all those who give their time to prepare and serve the meals, wash dishes, serve drinks, and spend time with
our guests. We are so blessed. A HUGE thank you to Simpson UMC for, once
again, donating a cart of canned goods. We use some of them for our meals
and give some to our guests who need help providing for their families.
Praise the Lord—we just learned we are a receiving the 2023 Matthew 25
Grant to help feed our community in the amount of $3,000!
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Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way
you will fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2

FINANCE NOTES:
As we approach the end of another
year, we at Epworth are fortunate that
unlike many other churches, we are still in
business and benefiting our community.
Like many other times in church life, the congregation, us, are not the recipients of the monies that we collect. But, church life is that way. We distribute goods and
services to many people in need, almost to the point of
impoverishment of ourselves. Please don't do that. Give
from your heart and from the surplus that God has provided to you.

Virginia Crouse is still at Valley View Village Assisted Living (2571 Guthrie
Ave #3401, Des Moines IA 50317).
Please keep her and her family in your
prayers.
Linda Toth’s daughter Kirsten has been
diagnosed with early Parkinson’s. Pray
for strength and guidance for her and the family.
Shirley Voss is at Franklin Apartments, 21802 Encino
Commons Apt 420, San Antonio TX 78259.
Dick & Joyce Borg are at The Gardens at Luther Park,
2910 E 16th St Apt 227, Des Moines IA 50316 (phone
515-262-0330).
Jim Hall is at Mill Pond, 1201 SE Mill Pond Ct, Ankeny
IA 50021
Jane Magers is at The Rose, 1330 19th St #202, Des
Moines IA 50314 (phone 515-280-5129)
Raymond Lott is at Valley View Village #18-A, 2571
Guthrie Ave, Des Moines IA 50317
We lift in prayer those in hospitals, care centers, those who
are home-bound, and for those who care for our Brothers
and Sisters in Christ.

Bob Carl
YWLDNTU?
Here where I'm at, Christmas
just passed. It is cold and I'm hard
pressed to get out of the house
and do anything, like shopping, laundry or going to work
somedays.
Then I have the audacity to suggest that you good
folks get up and go into the cold world and make it
better. Yes I have the unmitigated gall to do just that.
Maybe I can think of something to do inside the walls
of Epworth...
• How about talking with Jill Coons about sharing the
workload on Tuesday nights and you think up a menu
and prepare the food.
• Or could you come up during the week, and vacuum
the sanctuary an extra time. That glitter hangs in there.
• Then there's always a desire for treats on Sunday
morning fellowship time (that could just be me and my
sweet tooth).
• Donations to the Good Samaritan fund or the Orange
Bucket are naturally appreciated.
• Asking Shellie Drake if there is anything that she could
use help with on worship committee. Maybe even be a
phone call or text from the warmth of your house.
See, it's easy to help your church to reach out to the
neighborhood.
So, c'mon YWDNTU?
Our parsonage remodel is complete and we
are ready to rent it out to a wonderful
family! Thank you to everyone who helped
with the renovation!
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Epworth UMC
Des Moines IA

SUNDAY
1

MONDAY
2

3

Communion Sunday

9

WEDNESDAY
4

5

FRIDAY
6

10

SATURDAY
7
11:00 am-12:30 pm
SAI Free Lunch

11
9:30 am

9:15 Sunday School
10:15 Fellowship
10:45 Worship

THURSDAY

5:30-6:30 pm
Free Community
Supper

New Year’s
Day Observed

9:15 Sunday School
10:15 Fellowship
10:45 Worship
Epiphany of the Lord
Feast of the Holy
Name of Jesus
NEW YEAR’S DAY
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TUESDAY

6:30 pm

12

13

14
11:00 am-12:30 pm
SAI Free Lunch

Quilters Group
5:30-6:30 pm
Free Community
Supper

15

16

17

18

19

20

5:30-6:30 pm
Free Community
Supper

9:15 Sunday School
10:15 Fellowship
10:45 Worship

21
11:00 am-12:30 pm
SAI Free Lunch

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY Jan 18-25

22

23

24

25

26

9:30 am

9:15 Sunday School
10:15 Fellowship
10:45 Worship

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY Jan 18-25

9:15 Sunday School
10:15 Fellowship
10:45 Worship

30

28
11:00 am-12:30 pm
SAI Free Lunch

Quilters Group
5:30-6:30 pm
Free Community
Supper

29

27

31
5:30-6:30 pm
Free Community
Supper
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